






 

ASSESSMENT USE OF BLOOM'S TAXONOMY 

Bloom's Taxonomy is a well-known description of levels of learning. A taxonomy such as 
this one may be a useful guide when defining or examining learning objectives for assessment. It is 
also useful for content analysis of such things as the seemingly simple Minute Paper. 

LEVEL SOME COGNITIVE BEHAVIORS 
Evaluation Appraisal of own or someone else's Analysis or Synthesis 

 Exam question at this level: Evaluate another physical therapist's program to 
 strengthen the rotator cuff. 

Synthesis Assembly of Application 
 Exam question at this level: Design a physical therapy program to strengthen 
 each component of the rotator cuff. 

Analysis Disassembly of Application 
 Exam question at this level: How does the throwing motion stress each 
 component, in turn, of the rotator cuff? 

Application Use of Understanding 
 Exam question at this level: Why does throwing a curve ball cause rotator cuff 
 injury? 

Understanding Management of Knowledge 
 Exam question at this level: How does the rotator cuff help you to raise your arm? 

Knowledge Memorization of facts, language, concepts, principles, theories 
 Exam Question at this level: Name the muscles of the rotator cuff. 

Some relevant and useful verbs for assessments at each level appear in the table below. [-after Harding] 

Knowledge Understanding Application Analysis Synthesis Evaluation 
define arrange apply analyze arrange appraise 

identify classify compute calculate assemble assess 
indicate comprehend construct categorize collect choose 
know describe demonstrate compare compose compare 
label discuss dramatize contrast construct contrast 
list explain employ criticize create decide 

memorize express give examples debate design estimate 
name identify illustrate determine formulate evaluate 

recall locate interpret diagram integrate grade 
record manage investigate differentiate organize judge 
relate paraphrase operate disassemble perform measure 
repeat recognize practice distinguish plan rate 
select report predict examine prepare revise 

underline restate schedule experiment produce score 
 review shop inspect propose select 
 suggest sketch inventory set up value 
 summarize translate question synthesize weigh 
 tell use relate   
 translate  solve   
   test   
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