CEO Weekly Brief – 6/28/2019
Dr. James Malm
Branch Liaison Transition Meetings

In preparation for both the arrival of the new provost and the departure of the branch
liaison, several meetings were scheduled early this week to facilitate the administrative
transition.
The day started and ended with a meeting between retiring branch liaison Jerry
Dominguez and the other branch campus CEO’s. Joining me were Patrick Valdez from
UNM-Taos, Alice Letteney from UNM-Valencia and Cynthia Rooney from UNM-Los
Alamos.
We then met with Executive Director for Institutional Support Services Lisa Marbury and
Associate Vice President for Institutional Support Services Chris Vallejos. ISS supports
business enterprises, facilities and campus planning as well as real estate development.
As a branch campus, we have many instances to interact with the leadership and staff
of this campus division that has a broad reach across many functions.
Next we met with the deans of several of the colleges with which UNM-Gallup has direct
contact. Representing the College of Education was Interim Dean Deborah Rifenbary.
From the College of Arts & Sciences was Dean Mark Peceny and from the Anderson
School of Management was Interim Dean Shawn Berman.
Joining us from the Office of the Provost were Director of Financial Operations Nicole
Dobson and Director of Operations Melissa Vargas. With the knowledge and experience
of both Nicole and Melissa, the incoming chief academic officer Dr. James Holloway will
undoubtedly have a very smooth introduction to his new position.
Also representing the Office of the Provost was Director of Faculty Affairs and Services
Theresa Ramos. With well over 100 faculty members, including both full-time and parttime adjuncts, UNM-Gallup relies on Faculty Affairs and Services to guide us through
many of the processes that impact our instructors.

Our final session of the day was with Chief Information Officer Duane Arruti and IT
Officer Ann Swancer. Ann has responsibility for campus outreach and engagement so
we have had the pleasure of working with her on her frequent trips to our campus as
she manages our local IT services. UNM IT has several upcoming initiatives that will
allow for enhanced instructional opportunities for faculty and students.

Local Advisory Board Meeting

The Local Advisory Board convened Tuesday for their official annual meeting. This
important business meeting included a report on campus financial reports as well as
review of the board bylaws, the operating agreement between UNM-Gallup and the
UNM Board of Regents, approval of the year’s meeting calendar, approval of the board
code of ethics, and communication regarding the upcoming election for open board
positions in November. Please refer to the Local Advisory Board web page for the
agenda and full board packet.

Local Advisory Board Farewell to Dr. Dominguez

After the board meeting on Tuesday, board members honored Dr. Jerry Dominguez on
his upcoming retirement from UNM at a garden party which my wife Keli and I were
honored to host. The board celebrated and thanked Dr. Dominguez for his many
contributions to UNM-Gallup including his earlier days managing the on-campus
Extended University as well as his more recent stint as interim chief executive officer.
Board Chair Ralph Richards presented Dr. Dominguez with a certificate of appreciation.
My three-year-old Emma Malm was delighted to serve as co-hostess for the evening.

